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INTRODUCTION
God’s plan for us is that we be victorious day by day.
God made man to have dominion, victory, and mastery.
Genesis 1:26
When God made Adam and Eve, He made them king and queen of His domain.
God gave them rule.
Psalm 8:6
This was God’s plan.
Man was designed for dominion, but is that still true today?
There are murders, wars, riots, famines, disasters, heartaches, and failures of mankind.
Man was given dominion, but man has lost that dominion.
Today’s message will look at how man’s dominion was lost, how the Lord bought it back for us, and how He has given it to every Bible-believing church and every Spirit-filled Christian so that we might live and walk in victory.

DOMINION WAS LEGALLY LOST BY ADAM (EPHESIANS 2:1-2)
In this passage, the word “quickened” literally means “were made alive”.
Notice that this passage mentions “the prince of the power of the air” and “the spirit that works in the children of disobedience”.
There is a dark, malevolent force at work in the world.
It is the power of Satan.
Satan is a created being.
He is not co-equal or co-eternal with God the Father.
God created him as a perfect angel, the highest of the high.
He was the vice regent in Heaven.
He received worship and passed it on to the Father.
He was like a high priest.
The Bible says that Satan fell by the multitude of his merchandise.
Ezekiel 28:16
What passed through his hands began to stick to his fingers.
He took this praise, looked at it, and wanted it.
He wanted to be like the Most High.
Isaiah 14:12-14
Lucifer, the Son of the Morning, became Satan, the Father of the Night.
Satan was banished from Heaven.
He fell from Heaven.
A third of the angels fell with him and became demon spirits.
Having lost the battle in Heaven, Satan came to Earth hoping to win the battle on Earth.
Failing to enshrine himself in Heaven, he wants to enshrine himself on Earth and receive worship from humankind.
It has always been his motive to be worshipped.
And so, Adam was conned and seduced by Satan to turn dominion over to him.
God gave to Adam dominion.
Just as Lucifer had a will, Adam had a will.
Since dominion was given, it legally belonged to Adam.
But Adam legally turned it over to Satan.
Satan beguiled and tempted Adam, but Adam was guilty by turning the dominion, the rule, and the authority that God had given to him over to Satan.
It was legally given, and it was legally lost.
How did Adam turn it over to Satan?
Adam disobeyed God and began to obey Satan.
When he did, Adam became Satan’s slave.
Roman 6:16
The word “servants” here literally means “his slaves”.
When we obey the devil, we collect our wages.
The devil becomes our master, and we become his slave.
All of it was delivered to Satan by Adam.
Some people say that God is still God of this world, but Satan now is called the god of this world.
2 Corinthians 4:4
Satan tempted Jesus to worship him.
Luke 4:5-8
He showed Jesus all of the kingdoms of the world.
Satan said that he would give them all to Jesus if Jesus would bow down and worship him.
Jesus didn’t say that they were not Satan’s to give.
Jesus recognized that it was dominion that was legally held by Satan.
Satan had the dominion that Adam gave to him, and he offered to give it to the Lord Jesus Christ.
Dominion was legally lost by Adam.

DOMINION WAS RIGHTFULLY AND RIGHTEOUSLY REGAINED BY THE LORD JESUS CHRIST (1 CORINTHIANS 15:21-22)
God’s plan was to righteously and legally take back Adam’s lost estate and give it to the sons and daughters of men.
It was legally lost; it must be legally restored.
God is God; He can do anything He wishes to do.
He could have just stepped in and told Satan to be gone.
He could have taken back everything that Adam delivered to Satan and started all over.
But God didn’t do that because God is true to His own justice.
God owes Satan nothing, but God owes to Himself very much.
God owes to Himself the sense of righteousness and justice.
If God had simply dismissed Satan, then sin would have ultimately won.
God’s plan is centered in a man.
Dominion was given to a man.
Dominion was lost by a man.
Dominion must be regained by a man.
None of the sons of Adam could regain what Adam had lost.
All of the sons of Adam had the sinful nature of Adam.
A sinner can redeem no one.
He is a sinner himself.
He can offer no innocent sacrifice.
Since Adam, the men and women of this world have been born slaves of Satan.
The sons and daughters of a slave are slaves themselves.
No son of Adam could redeem mankind, and yet the redeemer must be a man.
God became a man.
Jesus Christ, who had dwelt from all eternity in the bosom of the Father, stepped out of the ivory palaces and came into this world of woe.
He became a man that He might redeem us.
Jesus didn’t redeem us as God; He redeemed us as man.
1 Corinthians 15:21-22
If there had been no Adam, then we would not be here.
We are tied up in Adam. 
The Bible only recognizes two men:
Adam and his progeny (those who are in Adam).
Jesus and His progeny (those who are in Christ).
In Adam, all die.
In Christ, all will be made alive.
Hebrews 2:14
In this verse, “children” refers to us, and “He” refers to Jesus.
We are flesh and blood.
God in Spirit-form could never die.
In order for God to die, God must become a man.
In order for Jesus to pay the full penalty of sin and nullify Satan’s claim, there had to be a death of a sinless sacrifice.
Jesus, through death, destroyed Satan, who had the power of death.
In order to die, Jesus had to become a man. 
Galatians 4:3-5
We were not made to be in bondage.
We were made to be masters.
But we were in bondage.
Jesus had a human birth.
God was going to legally regain what Adam had legally turned over.
Jesus was born of a virgin that we might be born again.
When Satan saw the second Adam come, he realized that his kingdom was threatened.
The second Adam had come to undo and buy back what the first Adam did and lost.
Satan gathered all of the artillery of Hell to aim on this second man, the Lord from Heaven, to get Him to sin.
If Satan could get Him to sin, then Satan would win the victory.
When Satan came against Jesus, Jesus could not defeat Satan as God and be true to His own law.
He had to defeat Satan as a man and be true to His justice.
It was given to a man, it was lost by a man, and it must be regained by a man.
When Lord Jesus Christ came to this Earth, there was a battle to get Him into sin.
There was the wilderness temptation.
Luke 4:1-12
Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted, or tested, by Satan.
This was part of God’s plan.
Jesus didn’t run from the battle.
Jesus had fasted for forty days and forty nights, and Satan came to Him in this weakened condition.
Each time Satan came with a temptation, Jesus unsheathed the sword of the Word of God in response.
We need to understand the following:
Jesus was led of the Spirt, filled with the Spirit, and anointed by the Spirit in the wilderness.
Luke 4:1
Jesus used the Word of God over and over again.
Jesus didn’t defeat Satan as God would defeat Satan.
He defeated Satan as a man should defeat Satan.
The weapons that Jesus used in the wilderness were the same weapons that were available to Adam in the garden.
The Spirit of God
The Word of God
Jesus, filled with the Spirit and taking the Word of God, won the victory over Satan.
The Bible says that Satan withdrew for a more opportune time.
Luke 4:13
The battle was not over, and Satan did not give up easily.
The most opportune time that Satan saw next was Gethsemane.
There was blood before the cross.
Jesus was in such agony in Gethsemane that His sweat came as great drops of blood.
Luke 22:44
We will not understand Gethsemane unless we understand the humanity of Jesus.
Jesus prayed in agony.
Luke 22:44
In Bible times, the “agon” was a battle.
It is where we get the word “agony” from.
All of the forces of Hell battered against the Lord Jesus in Gethsemane.
Metaphorically, there was a cup that was pressed to the lips of the Lord Jesus for Him to drink.
Luke 22:42
Sin was in that cup.
Murder, perversion, pillage, arson, blasphemy, idolatry, rebellion, etc.
All of our sins were in that cup.
All the sins that ever have been, and all the sins that ever will be were in that cup.
Jesus was to drink that cup because God had made Him to be sin for us (not a sinner) that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.
It was God’s plan that Jesus would take our sin and carry it to the cross.
With His blood, Jesus would pay the penalty for our sin.
Hebrews 9:22
The first Adam got us into a mess; the second Adam came to get us out.
Matthew 26:39
Jesus would not only be taking our sin, but He would also become the object of the Father’s wrath.
The punishment for sin would be on Jesus.
“Let this cup pass from Me” shows Jesus’ humanity.
Don’t get the idea that this was easy.
The silence from Heaven said that there was no other way.
Jesus said, “Nevertheless…”
Luke 22:42
Our destiny hangs on the word “nevertheless”.
Satan was defeated again.
Calvary was the third round in this battle.
Jesus could have called twelve legions of angels to save Him.
Matthew 26:53
They laughed at Jesus when He was on the cross and said that He could save others, but He could not save Himself.
Matthew 27:42
But they were wrong; it was Himself that He would not save.
John 10:18
The only man that Jesus ever refused to save was Himself.
In agony and blood, Jesus bowed His head and paid the price.
John 19:30
It was paid in full.
Satan’s back was broken, but he didn’t give up yet.
They took the Lord Jesus Christ and put Him in the grave.
Pilate said to make it as sure as they could.
Matthew 27:62-66
They put the seal of the Roman government on it.
They rolled a stone in front of it.
Nature made it as sure as she could.
Death wrapped the Son of God in the chains of death and made it as sure as death could.
The proud Pharisees said that He was dead.
The sneering Sadducees said that He was dead.
The delighted demons said that He was dead.
But three days later, the Son of God woke up.
He pulled the sting out of death.
He took the crown of death, put it on His head, and walked out of that grave.
It was not over yet.
Jesus went down into the netherworld to declare that the battle had been won.
The grave could not hold Him; the netherworld could not keep Him.
Jesus ascended the high hills of Glory.
There in the tabernacle, not pitched by men but by God, He took the precious blood and offered it and sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.
Hebrews 8:2
Matthew 26:64
How did Jesus do this?
He did this as a sinless man.
He was God, but be careful not to diminish His humanity.
As a man, He bought back what a man had lost.
Now, He is seated in the heavens.
When He comes again, we will see the nail prints in His hands.
Once He became a man, He is forever man.
He didn’t become a man and then lay it aside.
What love that He became one like us that He might redeem us.

[bookmark: _GoBack]DOMINION THAT IS NOW GLORIOUSLY GIVEN TO THE CHURCH (EPHESIANS 1:17-23)
Ephesians 2:6
When we are in Christ Jesus, we are seated in heavenly places.
When God raised up Christ, He raised us up.
Jesus, by death, destroyed him that had the power of death.
Now, He is seated in the heavenlies, far above all principalities and powers that ever were.
He is there; living, risen, and victorious.
Who is there with Him?
We (those who are saved) are there with Him.
Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection had our names on it.
Jesus ascended.
We have ascended.
Jesus has all power.
We have all power.
The word “power’ means “authority”.
Demons were subject to Jesus.
They are subject to us.
The devil does not want us to learn this.
We have been co-crucified, co-buried, co-raised, co-ascended, and co-seated with Jesus in the heavenlies.
Dominion has been given back.
If you are not living in dominion, then it is not because the devil is so powerful.
Satan has no power over you.
Jesus gave us authority over all the power of the enemy.
Luke 9:1
The Apostle Paul pleaded that God would open our eyes and give us the wisdom of understanding that we might know what we have in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 1:17-23
God wants us to be victorious, not stampeded by the devil.
The worst is yet to come for Satan.
The next time he reminds you of your past, remind him of his future.

CONCLUSION
Adam lost dominion.
Jesus, as a man, bought dominion back.
Jesus has given it back to us through the cross.
If you are not saved and have not been living in victory, then confess it.
That does not mean that you will not have pain, sickness, sorrow, or disappointment.
You are not to be victorious from these things but in these things.
We are still awaiting the redemption of the body.
But Satan has no power over you.
If you are living in failure, then it is either because there is willful sin or terrible ignorance.
Ask God to help you to be victorious.
If you are not saved, then aren’t you tired of being a slave to Satan when Jesus has set you free?
The fact that Jesus undid what Adam did does you no good unless you believe it, receive it, and take a new master, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Either you are in Adam (a slave of Satan), or you are in Christ.
Do you know Jesus personally? If not, you can pray to Him today by asking Him to come into your life.
Call upon Jesus today. Repent (turn) from your sins, and turn to Jesus. Ask Him to forgive you of your sins, and acknowledge Him as Lord of your life.
Romans 3:23
Romans 10:9-10
Romans 10:13
Acts 16:31
John 3:16
PO Box 38300   |   Memphis TN 38183-0300   |   (901) 382-7900	lwf.org
PAGE 9	Copyright ©2024 Love Worth Finding Ministries, Inc.
image1.jpg
LOVE FINDING

WITH ADRIAN ROGERS




