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INTRODUCTION
The church needs to be a praying church.
A church will be no greater, no better, and no more useful than her prayer life.
The church’s prayer life will not be any better than our lives because we are the church.
Instead of asking if your church is a praying church, ask yourself, “Am I a praying Christian?”
If you could ask the Lord Jesus Christ for anything you wanted, what would you ask Him for?
The disciples asked, “Lord, teach us to pray.”
Luke 11:1
Matthew 7:7-8
These are the words of Jesus.
This is an undeniable, impeccable promise.
The Lord says that we are to ask, to seek, and to knock.
When we ask, that speaks of our desires.
When we seek, that speaks of God’s direction.
When we knock, that speaks of determination.
We need to bring desire, direction, and determination together to get our prayers answered before God.
The greatest problem that we have in our lives is not unanswered prayer, but unoffered or unasked prayer.
James 4:2
Not to pray is not only to miss a blessing, but it is also rebellious.
Our Lord has commanded us to pray.
Luke 18:1
Mark 14:38
Philippians 4:6
There is no substitute for prayer.
Not enthusiasm, not eloquence, and not energy.
There is no substitute for intercession and prayer.
The reason that many of us are poverty-stricken in our spiritual lives is that we have never learned to pray.
Why does God ask us to pray?
Matthew 6:7-8
God knows before we ask, so why should we ask?
We should not pray to impress God.
Don’t use vain repetition.
We should not pray to inform God.
God already knows what things we need.
There is nothing we can tell Him that He does not already know.
We should not pray to instruct God.
Prayer is not some way where we bend God’s will to fit our will.
We pray to invite God to be a part of our lives so that we can delight ourselves in the Lord.
2 Corinthians 6:1
God loves us so much that He gives us the privilege of participating in His kingdom work through prayer.
God can work without our prayers, but we cannot work without God.
It is prayer that causes us to depend upon Him.
God does not want us to live lives independent of Him.
If God simply blessed us without our asking, then that would teach us to live life independently from God.
John 15:7
God wants us to abide with Him.
The devil cannot keep God from answering, but he will endeavor to keep us from asking.
Matthew 7:7
In today’s message, we will look at the following three factors of prayer:
The desire factor.
Ask and express our desires to God.
The direction factor.
Seek and expect direction from God.
The determination factor.
Knock and exercise determination with God.

THE DESIRE FACTOR: ASK AND EXPRESS OUR DESIRES TO GOD (MARK 11:24)
Psalm 37:4
Do not get the idea that there are spiritual things that we can ask for and secular things that we cannot ask for.
The Bible never divides life between the sacred and the secular.
With God, every task is a holy task, and every day is a holy day.
Philippians 4:6
A good test as to whether we should desire something or do something is can we ask God to help us do it or to do it through us.
Whatever you desire, tell God; ask.
If you want the wrong thing, then tell Him and ask Him to fix your “wanter”.
We cannot hide it from God.
He already knows it.
Pray about everything.
The responsibility for asking is ours.
The responsibility for giving is God’s.
Learn to ask God for whatever you want.
The answers to our prayers can be: direct, different, or delayed.
Sometimes we ask God, and the answer is absolutely direct.
Don’t think of some things as being too big or too small for God to answer.
God knows the desire of our hearts.
So, don’t be afraid to ask God.
Satan cannot keep God from answering, so he will try to keep us from asking.
God cannot answer unless we ask.
Mark 11:24
The desire factor is ask and express our desires to God.

THE DIRECTION FACTOR: SEEK AND EXPECT DIRECTION FROM GOD (MATTHEW 7:7)
Sometimes there are things that we ask God for and they are not His will.
Matthew 7:7
Jesus said to “seek” because sometimes He wants to redirect our prayers to His will.
Asking and seeking have to be linked together.
God’s ways are unknown to us.
Sometimes we are asking for one thing, but we need to be seeking another thing.
So, we keep asking and seeking until God directs our prayer, if we are not asking for the right thing the first time.
Have you ever thanked God for unanswered prayer?
Sometimes we ask God for things, and it is not what God wants us to have.
We have to keep seeking God until He shows us what His real plan for us is.
Sometimes the answers to prayer are different.
2 Corinthians 12:7-9
Paul had a thorn in the flesh, and he asked God to take it away.
Three seasons of prayer he prayed.
But God had something different and something better.
God gave Paul a special anointing, a special power.

THE DETERMINATION FACTOR: KNOCK AND EXERCISE DETERMINATION WITH GOD (MATTHEW 7:7-8)
Sometimes we ask in the will of God and with specificity for what God wants to give us, but we give up too easily.
To knock implies determination.
Matthew 7:7-8
In the Greek language, the word is “knock and keep on knocking”.
Sometimes the answers are direct.
We ask God for something and He gives it.
Sometimes the answers are different.
We ask God for one thing, and in love God does not give it; He gives us something better but different.
Sometimes the answers are delayed.
There seems to be an impediment there.
We have asked God and sought God, but the door is closed.
God says to keep knocking.
This same Scripture, “Ask, seek, and knock,” is repeated in Luke 11:5-9.
In the Middle East, if a friend comes to you, then you must invite him to stay, and you must feed him.
The word “importunity” in verse 8 means “persistence”.
This passage is not talking about a little rattle on the doorknob, but about a man who was banging on the door.
Why would Jesus use an illustration like this about prayer?
He was not saying that God is like an unconcerned neighbor.
He was saying that if a neighbor would get up from sleep and get the loaves of bread just because he was being pestered, then how much more will God hear us if we continue to seek, to ask, and to knock?
In Luke 18:4-8, Jesus tells a story of an unjust judge and a widow.
The widow had a good case, but the judge would not answer because he didn’t have time for her.
The widow kept on pestering the judge for an answer.
The judge didn’t fear God and had no respect for man.
But because the widow troubled him, he avenged her.
In these stories that Jesus told, He was not saying that God is like an unconcerned neighbor or like the wicked judge.
Jesus is saying that if an unconcerned neighbor will hear persistent prayer and an unconcerned judge will hear persistent prayer, then keep on knocking.
Matthew 15:21-28
A Canaanite woman had a daughter who was demon-possessed.
She came to Jesus and asked Him to do something for her daughter.
Jesus told her that He had not come to the Canaanites but to the lost sheep of Israel.
He was not going to take the children’s bread and give it to dogs.
If Jesus had talked to you that way, you would think that He didn’t care. 
The woman said that He was right, but that she was a dog under His table.
She would stay there until she got a crumb from Jesus.
Jesus was not trying to be cruel to her, He was trying to teach her to knock and persist.
Jesus said that her faith was great.
She would have what she asked.
1 Kings 18:41-46
Elijah was a prophet of God in the Old Testament.
God had shut up Heaven so that it would not rain for three years.
It was a judgment of God upon the land.
But Elijah and the people prayed for rain for the glory of God.
Elijah went up on the top of Mount Carmel, and several times he sent his servant to see if there were any clouds.
On the seventh time, the servant saw a cloud.
There was going to be an abundance of rain.
We need to keep on praying until God rains down upon us.
Here was a man who knocked and kept on knocking.
If God doesn’t answer your prayer, then just keep praying.
How long should we continue to pray?
We continue to knock (pray) until we have the answer in our hand, in our heart, or until God says, “No”.
If we have the answer in our hand, then we don’t have to keep asking.
We may have the answer in our heart.
God tells us that He has heard our prayer and to wait upon Him.
We need to trust Him.
He will take care of it.
Sometimes God will just simply say, “No”.
It is not because He doesn’t love us; it is because He does love us.
Three of God’s greatest prophets in the Bible asked God to kill them, but God said, “No.”
We ask, seek and knock.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pray until you have the answer in your hand, in your heart, or until God says, “No.”
The answer may be direct, it may be different, or it may be delayed.
But God answers prayer.

CONCLUSION
Develop the habit of asking, seeking, and knocking.
Matthew 7:7
In this passage, Jesus was talking to His children.
God may answer the prayer of an unsaved man, but He has never promised to.
These promises are to God’s children.
The time will come when for God to answer your prayer will mean more to you than anything in the world.
You cannot ask with assurance unless you are a child of God.
If you do not know the Lord Jesus as your personal Savior, then trust Him today.
Jesus loves you so much that He took your sin debt and paid it with His precious blood on the cross.
John 19:30
He offers you salvation if you will trust Him and receive what He did for you.
Do you know Jesus personally? If not, you can pray to Him today by asking Him to come into your life.
Call upon Jesus today. Repent (turn) from your sins, and turn to Jesus. Ask Him to forgive you of your sins, and acknowledge Him as Lord of your life.
Romans 3:23
Romans 10:9-10
Romans 10:13
Acts 16:31
John 3:16
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