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INTRODUCTION
John 4:23-24
What is life’s highest good?
Is it service or sacrifice?
Those are both wonderful, but life’s highest good and greatest privilege is worship.
Worship is transformational.
It will change your Christian life from the monotonous to the momentous.
It will free you and fulfill you.
It will glorify God through you.
It will give great joy.
The only way we can learn as a church to worship is to learn as individuals.
In John 4, Jesus was on a journey.
The Bible says, “He must needs go through Samaria.”
John 4:4
The Samaritans were left over from the exile.
They had intermarried.
The Jewish people looked down upon them.
They had no dealings with the Samaritans.
The Samaritans were hostile to the Jews and vice versa.
Jesus was going through Samaria in the middle of the day.
He was hot, tired, and worn.
He sat on the curbing of Jacob’s Well.
A woman from Samaria came out to the well.
She had been married five times.
The man whom she was living with was not her husband.
She came alone to draw water from the well.
She didn’t come with the other women because they looked down upon her. 
Jesus asked her for a drink of water.
Jesus began to speak to this thirsty woman about real living water; a drink that would satisfy her forever.
Jesus Christ is what every soul thirsts for.
He is the water of life.
This woman was the following:
She was bound by sin.
She had gone from husband to husband to husband.
She got deeper and deeper into sin.
She was blinded by Satan.
She didn’t know the way out.
She had religion, but religion was a washout to her.
It didn’t satisfy her thirsty soul.
She was broken by sorrow.
Jesus’ heart went out to her in compassion.
Just as His heart goes out to you in compassion.
This woman needed to lift her eyes from the things of this Earth and learn how to worship.
And so, Jesus taught her about worship.
John 4:24
The King James Version of the Bible says, “God is a Spirit”, but it may be better translated, “God is Spirit”.
In today’s message, we will learn three things about worship.

THE MEANING OF TRUE WORSHIP (JOHN 4:19-20, 22-24)
This woman knew about worship, but she did not understand true worship.
John 4:19-20
She wanted to get into a discussion about worship.
She didn’t know anything about real worship, but she knew about religion.
She wanted to argue about religion and worship.
The Samaritans worshipped in ignorance and zeal.
John 4:22
The Samaritans had rejected all of the Old Testament, except for the five books of Moses.
They were certain that they knew the truth.
They were certain that their worship was the right worship.
They believed everyone else’s worship was not the right worship.
Today, the world is saturated with this.
It is not that people don’t worship. 
They have zeal, but it is ignorant worship.
A fanatic is someone who has lost his direction but doubles his speed.
This is what the Samaritans were doing.
They were worshipping in ignorance.
They didn’t know what they were worshipping.
The Jewish people had the truth, but they didn’t have any zeal.
They had dead orthodoxy.
Mark 7:6
This is the other part of the world today.
Some people are worshipping with ignorant zeal and others with dead orthodoxy.
Some fry in fanaticism, and some freeze in formalism.
They don’t have the vitality of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The answer is not formalism or fanaticism; the answer is true worship.
We don’t have to have enthusiastic heresy or lifeless orthodoxy.
We don’t have to have heat without light or light without heat.
We need true worship.
It will be a great day in our lives or in the life of our churches when you stop enduring religion and start enjoying true worship.
This is the highest good.
The ultimate privilege is to worship God in spirit and in truth.
John 4:23
The word “worship” comes from two words: “worth” and “ship”.
Worship deals with worth.
How we worship shows what God is worth to us.
If our worship is not true worship, then we have a low estimation of God. 
Worship is all that we are responding to all that God is revealed in Jesus Christ.
Worship goes beyond a church service and music.
If you are in a liturgical church, then worship goes beyond candles and incense.
Worship is all that you are responding to all that God is.
We will worship something; man is incurably religious.
Man has a God-shaped vacuum that he will fill.
If we don’t worship the true God, then we will worship in dead orthodoxy, ignorant zeal, or we will worship an idol.
Anything that you love more, fear more, or serve more than Almighty God is an idol.
There is no greater sin than idolatry.
Some people worship images that remind them of the one true God.
Graven images are not a substitute for true worship.
John 4:24
There is no image or likeness that can be used as a substitute for God.
Isaiah 40:25
The meaning of true worship is to worship God in spirit and in truth.

THE MOTIVE OF TRUE WORSHIP (JOHN 4:23)
We worship because that is what God seeks.
God wants us to worship.
The Father seeks worship for two major reasons:
For what worship does for the worshipper; what worship does for us.
We become like what we worship.
That is the reason why idolatry is such a sin.
First, the man molds the idol, then, the idol molds the man.
The more you worship God, the more you become like God.
2 Corinthians 3:18
As we contemplate the Lord and keep our hearts open to Him, we will be changed to be more like the Lord Jesus Christ.
Do other people see Jesus in you?
To spend time with God, worshipping, will make us godly.
We become like what we spend time with.
For what God desires for Himself; God desires worship for Himself.
The need for worship is rooted in the very nature of God.
John 4:23
Father is not what God is like; Father is who God is.
There are people who talk about mother god, but God is Father.
We don’t get the idea of God from our fatherhood; we get an idea of our fatherhood from God.
Jesus’ favorite term for the Almighty is Father.
He used “Father” over seventy times in the Scripture.
God is our Heavenly Father.
There are things about God that we will never understand:
God’s omnipotence.
His limitless power.
God’s omniscience.
He knows everything.
God’s omnipresence.
He is everywhere.
God’s eternality.
He never had a beginning and never has an ending. 
These concepts are beyond the human mind.
We do not have to understand these to know and love God.
Worship is rooted in the Fatherhood of God.
When we worship, we are responding to the Father’s love.
1 John 4:19
There is something about a father’s heart that wants the love of his children.
God wants us to worship because of what worship does for us.
It changes us.
God wants us to worship for what worship does for God.
It gives Him pleasure.
John 4:23
A father wants love.
What can you give to God today?
There is nobody who can love God better than you can.
That is what God wants more than anything else.
John 4:23

THE METHOD OF TRUE WORSHIP (JOHN 4:23-24)
Jesus was speaking to the Samaritan woman.
She talked about worship, but she didn’t have real worship.
She had ignorant worship.
The method of true worship is to worship in spirit.
Jesus was not talking about the Holy Spirit, but the human spirit.
Worship comes out of the inner man.
Romans 1:9
The human spirit cannot worship unless it is enjoined with the Holy Spirit.
God the Holy Spirit comes into the human spirit to help us to worship.
That is the reason we have to be saved and Spirit-filled to truly worship.
If we have trouble worshipping, then the problem is in our spirit.
If we get bored in church, the problem is our inner spirit.
When we get our hearts right, a service will not be boring.
First we worship in spirit, and then we worship in truth.
John 4:24
Worship that is not built on truth is not true worship.
Worship built on truth goes beyond spirit.
It goes beyond subjectivism.
Psalm 145:18
Our worship of God will never rise above our knowledge based on truth.
We cannot worship God ignorantly.
John 4:22-23
Worship is a loving response to the God revealed in the Bible.
That is why we study the Bible.
Some people come to church and ask if there will be a Bible study or a worship service.
They think that when we sing, pray, praise, and fellowship, that is worship.
The preaching of the Word of God is worship.
We worship God in truth.
If we don’t do that, then the church becomes subjective rather than objective.
We are to worship God with songs and with understanding.
Psalm 47:7
If all we have is emotionalism, then we will blow up.
If all we have is truth, then we dry up.
But if we have spirit and truth, then we grow up.
John 4:24
Jesus gave the great commandment, and it deals with worship.
Mark 12:30
The highest good and the ultimate privilege are to love God.
We are to worship God passionately
We are to love God with all of our heart.
Half-hearted worship is an insult to Almighty God.
We are to worship God selflessly
We are to love God with all of our soul.
The soul is the self.
We are not to be self-centered.
We are self-centered by nature.
Many people go to church and say that they didn’t get anything out of it.
Who said that we are supposed to get anything out of it?
Did God receive anything from your worship?
We are here to glorify God.
We are to serve Him selflessly.
When we take our minds off of ourselves and focus on God, and when we stop asking what we will get and begin asking what we will give, then the church is transformed into a worshipping church.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are to worship God thoughtfully with all of our heart.
Serve the Lord with knowledge and wisdom.
Love Him in spirit and in truth.	
We are to worship God practically with all of our strength.
Colossians 3:17

CONCLUSION
Worship is giving God glory.
You can change the place where you work if you will just change your bosses.
You don’t work for that person; you work for God.
Ephesians 5:6
Your workplace can be your temple of devotion and your lampstand of witness as you worship God with all of your strength.
That is what Jesus told the Samaritan woman.
She asked, “Do we worship here, or do we worship there?”
Jesus said, “You worship in spirit and in truth.”
John 4:20, 23
There is no place that is not a holy place.
There is no ground that is not sacred ground.
There is no time that should not be a time of worship.
When you go to church to the worship service, don’t go merely to worship.
Take your worship to church.
You cannot worship in spirit unless you are first born again.
When you are born again, God’s Spirit begins to work in your human spirit so you can praise God.
To be born again means to be saved.
It means to have Christ in your heart.
Romans 5:1
Do you know Jesus personally? If not, you can pray to Him today by asking Him to come into your life.
Call upon Jesus today. Repent (turn) from your sins, and turn to Jesus. Ask Him to forgive you of your sins, and acknowledge Him as Lord of your life.
Romans 3:23
Romans 10:9-10
Romans 10:13
Acts 16:31
John 3:16
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