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INTRODUCTION
A Spirit-filled, Bible-believing, Christ-honoring church is a mighty weapon in the hands of a holy God.
God’s pattern for a New Testament church is found in the book of Acts.
The world is looking at the church one more time.
They have tried every form of government, every kind of leader, every excess of pleasure, everything that money can buy, and they have found that nothing satisfies.
They are wondering, one more time, if the church has the answer.
And the answer is yes.
But when they look at the church, what will they see?
The world does not get their idea of Jesus Christ from the Word of God.
They get their idea of Jesus Christ from us.
In today’s message, we will see a description of a church triumphant and three major purposes of the church.

WE MUST EXALT THE SAVIOR (ACTS 2:22-26)
Peter preached a Christ-centered, Gospel message.
The church grew because they lifted up Jesus.
John 12:32
No church will be a growing and vibrant church that does not exalt the Lord Jesus Christ.
We need to make much of Jesus.
Glorify the Lord Jesus.
Magnify the Lord Jesus.
We should magnify God the Father, but every service must exalt the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Lord Jesus Christ is the attracting power of the church.
The message that Peter preached concerning Jesus contained the following:
The manner of His life
Acts 2:22
It has been said that all of the armies, the navies, the parliaments, and the kings of this world put together, have not affected people’s lives as powerfully as the one solitary life of Jesus of Nazareth.
The meaning of His death
Acts 2:23
Jesus Christ’s death was not an accident, nor was it an incident.
His death was planned before the foundation of the Earth.
Nothing went wrong.
The purpose of the cross was the substitution of the just for the unjust.
Christ died for us; He took our place.
Not only must we speak of His sinless and spotless life, but we must also speak of His vicarious death.
Jesus Christ died upon the cross to pay the sin debt.
There are people who want to take out the message of the cross of Jesus Christ.
We do not have anything left if we take out the death of Jesus Christ for our sins.
The miracle of His resurrection
Acts 2:24
Death could not keep its prey.
There was no way possible that death could keep Jesus in the grave.
The magnificence of His reign
Acts 2:33-35
This passage does not say “if”, “when”, or “maybe”; it says “until”.
Where is Jesus right now?
He has ascended the high hills of Glory.
He is seated on the right hand of the Majesty on High.
He is waiting until the time when God gives the signal, and He will step from His throne back down to this Earth to rule and reign.
Romans 14:11
The duty and the privilege of the church is to first exalt the Savior.
Until we do that, we have not done anything.

WE MUST EVANGELIZE THE SINNER (ACTS 2:37-38)
Acts 2:37
They must be convicted by the Spirit.
Acts 2:37
All is vain unless the Spirit of the Holy One comes down.
They must be converted to the Lord.
Acts 2:37-38
To repent means to change your mind.
The word “repent” is a Greek word which means “a change of mind”.
Repentance is a change of mind about the following:
It is a change of mind about sin.
If someone has never changed their mind about sin, then they have never been saved.
Luke 13:3
It is a change of mind about self.
We do not have what it takes to overcome sin.
We have no more confidence in the flesh.
It is a change of mind about Jesus Christ.
He is our only hope.
We put our faith where God has put our sins:  upon the Lord Jesus Christ.
Repentance and faith are heads and tails of the same coin.
We cannot turn to God without turning from sin.
We cannot turn from sin without turning to God.
John 20:31
We cannot turn to God in faith without repenting.
We cannot repent without turning to God in faith.
Conversion is turning to God.
They must make a confession of the Lord.
Acts 2:38
Baptism does not save us.
But if we repent and are truly saved, then we should be baptized.
Baptism is the outer expression of what takes place in our hearts.
Luke 6:46
How can we say that Christ is our Lord when He has commanded baptism, and we are nonchalant about it?
Matthew 28:19-20
New Testament confession of Jesus Christ is baptism.
Open, public baptism is the way that we acknowledge and confess the Lord Jesus Christ.
We identify with Christ in the water of believer’s baptism.
Sprinkling is not baptism.
Baptism happens after we have received Jesus Christ as our personal Savior and Lord.
The Bible says to believe and be baptized.
Confession of the Lord says that we belong to Him.
We have been buried with Him by baptism into death and raised to walk in newness of life.
We are identifying ourselves with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
They must be controlled by the Lord.
Acts 2:38
The Holy Spirit takes possession of the person who has been bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ.
Real salvation is not just to believe something or to achieve something, but it is to receive Someone.
The Holy Spirit of God comes into us.
Real salvation is not just going to Heaven when we die.
That is a byproduct.
Salvation is not getting man out of Earth into Heaven, but it is getting God out of Heaven and into man.
There must be continuance.
Acts 2:41-42
Jesus did not call us to make decisions; Jesus called us to make disciples.

WE MUST ENLIST THE SAINTS (ACTS 2:42-47) 
Acts 2:42
Great churches are Bible-centered.
“They continued in the apostles’ doctrine” is just another way of saying that they continued in the Word of God.
The Word of God came through the apostles.
We enlist them in Bible study.
Bible fellowship classes are where we have fellowship with one another.
Bible fellowship classes are where we pray for one another and share with each other.
We enlist them in fellowship.
Acts 2:42
Fellowship is not incidental.
Fellowship is absolutely fundamental.
The Bible does not teach a lone ranger Christianity.
I need you.
You need me.
Acts 28:15
The mighty Apostle Paul took courage when he saw the brethren.
Hebrews 10:24-25
We need fellowship.
Big churches do not have to be cold.
They can be full of big love.
The danger with a big church is that they can have wonderful programs and become program-centered rather than relationship-centered.
Friendliness is a prime requisite for any growing church.
We enlist them in worship.
Acts 2:42
Most believe that “breaking of bread” here refers to the Lord’s Supper.
Prayer is worship.
We need to always maintain the worship service.
Magnify Jesus through worship and the Word.
We must enlist them in stewardship.
Acts 2:43-45
None of them said, “What I have is mine.”
But they said, “Lord, if You want it, then You can have it.”
There was an emergency at this time.
They were being persecuted.
Some people think that this verse is talking about communism, but it was not communism for the following reasons:
It was temporary.
It was based on belief in God.
It was church-controlled.
It was voluntary.
Everything they owned was at the disposal of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Is everything you own at the disposal of Jesus?
It all belongs to Him.
It is not one-tenth that belongs to God, and the rest is ours.
One-tenth is only a sign that it all belongs to God.
Most people don’t want to release their finances or material possessions.
Many people are afraid that they will over-give, but we cannot outgive God.
God loves the person who can trust Him with their finances.
However, what we do not willingly and joyfully give, God neither needs nor wants.
We cannot love the Lord and not want to give.
We enlist them in evangelism.
Acts 2:46-47
This church was a growing church.
There is nothing wrong with a small church or a big church.
But there is something wrong with any church that is in an area where there are a lot of lost people, and the church is not growing.
This early church was perhaps, in size, the greatest church in church history.
Acts 1:15
The twelve had become 120.
Acts 2:41
They became 3,120.
Acts 2:47
Every day, souls were saved.
Acts 4:4
The number of men who were saved were 5,000.
This did not include their families.
Acts 5:28
They literally saturated Jerusalem with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Acts 6:7
“The disciples multiplied.”
Acts 2:47
“The Lord added.”
It was no longer addition; it was multiplication.
The church grew exponentially.
One theologian said that this church had a membership in excess of 65,000 members in the first six months.
Another theologian has said that it was more like 250,000 in the first six months.
God wants people reached for Jesus Christ.
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CONCLUSION
You exist to do the following:
To exalt the Savior.
To evangelize the sinner.
To enlist the saints.
Do you know Jesus personally? If not, you can pray to Him today by asking Him to come into your life.
Call upon Jesus today. Repent (turn) from your sins, and turn to Jesus. Ask Him to forgive you of your sins, and acknowledge Him as Lord of your life.
Romans 3:23
Romans 10:9-10
Romans 10:13
Acts 16:31
John 3:16
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