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INTRODUCTION
We do not merely have a soul; we are a soul.
Our souls are of infinite worth.
Our souls are worth more than all of the possessions and pleasures of the world put together.
Our souls, made in the image of God, will never cease to exist.
Our souls could no more cease to exist than God Himself could cease to exist.
Our souls will go on and on through eternity.
They are timeless, dateless, and measureless.
Our souls live in a house called a body.
We are a soul.
We have a body.
Our souls will exist forever, either in Heaven or in Hell.
They will never cease to exist.
Mark 8:34-38
The word “Gospel” means “good news”.
Jesus asked a very pertinent and pressing question in this passage.
There is within each of us the real us, which is the soul.
In today’s message, we will look at the worth and the waste of the soul.

THE WORTH OF A SOUL 
How valuable are our souls?
This question causes us to ask, “What makes something valuable?”
Creativity makes something valuable.
If something is formed with incredible creativity, then that makes it valuable.
For example, a painting by Picasso or Michelangelo would have incredible value because of the creativity behind the painting.
Genesis 2:7
God created the human soul.
God formed us from the dust of the ground.
God breathed into us His spirit, the breath of life.
Then, we became what the Bible calls “a living soul”.
God says something about our souls that He doesn’t say about anything else He made.
He made us in His image.
Genesis 1:27 
We are made in His likeness.
Ephesians 2:10
“We are His workmanship” literally means that we are His masterpiece.
We are the handiwork of Almighty God.
If a painting by Raphael would be valuable, then how much more valuable is the human soul?
Potentiality makes something valuable.
Not only for what a thing is, but for what a thing may become.
Theoretically, there are three people in the seat that you occupy right now.
The person you are at this moment.
The person you could be for evil if you do not yield your heart and life to God.
The depth of depravity that you may sink into may be beyond your imagination.
The person you will be if you yield your life to Jesus Christ.
One day, if you are saved, you will be conformed into the image of God’s Son.
You will be like Jesus.
Psalm 17:15
When God sees you, He sees a potentiality and a possibility.
What a change and what a difference will be wrought in our lives when we are made into the likeness of Jesus Christ.
Durability makes something valuable.
How long will it last?
Our souls will never end.
Daniel 12:2-3
This passage speaks of everlasting righteousness.
Durability
We will exist forever, either in Heaven or in Hell.
Some do not like to use the word “Hell”.
Out of all the people who ever lived, Jesus was the most loving; yet, He had more to say about Hell than any other preacher in the Bible. 
A person is not cruel who preaches about Hell, any more than a doctor is cruel who warns about cancer.
It is not cruelty to face facts and to teach people facts about God’s Word.
The cruelest thing that a person could do would be to fail to warn people to flee from the wrath to come.
Your soul will exist, either in Heaven or in Hell.
Our souls are valuable because they will never end.
Rarity makes something valuable.
If a thing is rare, then it tends to be more valuable.
That is the reason why gold is more valuable than dirt.
Our souls are rare.
There is only one you.
God never makes duplicates.
We are the handiwork, the crafting of Almighty God.
There is no other one just like you.
You are His masterpiece.
Desirability makes something valuable.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]How much something is worth is based upon how much someone will pay for it.
The value of anything is based upon desirability.
Who wants it, and how much will that person pay for it?
How much is your soul worth?
Climb up to Heaven, and listen to the beating heart of God.
Every beat will say, “I love you. I want you. I desire you.”
Climb down to Calvary’s cross, and see Calvary’s love.
See the blood as it falls to the ground, as Jesus dies in agony to pay for your soul.
Go down into the pit of Hell, and see the suffering and agony and realize that Jesus Christ endured the fires of Hell that He might save your soul.
Then, you will know how much one soul is worth.
Your soul is worth more than all the world.
Your soul is very valuable.

THE WASTE OF A SOUL (MARK 8:36)
What a waste if you don’t give your soul to the Lord.
Mark 8:36
A deal like this doesn’t balance.
You would be on the lost side of the ledger.
This would be a bad bargain.
Why is it foolish to turn your back on Jesus and go the way of the world?
No one has ever gained the whole world.
Alexander the Great, Hitler, Napoleon, Genghis Khan, and Stalin tried it.
But no one ever gains the whole world.
If you could gain the whole world, you couldn’t keep it.
You will still one day die and leave it.
If you gained some part of it, then time and decay would take what you thought you had.
What you do gain and what you do keep temporarily will never satisfy the deepest longing of your soul.
Pleasures won’t fulfill the deepest longing of your soul.
Trinkets, cars, clothes, vacations, etc., will not do it.
Our souls were made for God.
Until our souls find rest in God, our souls will never find satisfaction.
This world cannot satisfy.
Ecclesiastes 5:10
It is pitiful profit because there is a lasting loss.
It is an immeasurable loss.
No other loss can compare with the loss of the soul.
It is an irreplaceable loss.
We will never have another soul.
We will never replace that soul.
It is an irreversible loss.
When someone dies without Jesus Christ, they cannot reverse that decision.
Hebrews 9:27
If you want mercy, you may have it.
If you want forgiveness, you may have it.
If you want grace, you may have it.
If you want Jesus, you may have Him.
If you want salvation, you may receive salvation.
But there is no second chance after death.
Why is the loss of a soul an irreversible loss?
Imagine that the end of time has come, and you are face-to-face with Almighty God.
What would you say to Him if your name is not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life?
Would you say that you never heard the Gospel?
You couldn’t say that because you are hearing it today.
Would you say that you died suddenly and didn’t have time to be saved?
You couldn’t say that because you have time now.
Would you say that you didn’t like the preacher, you didn’t know which church to join, or you were waiting until you could live the Christian life?
Acts 16:31
He didn’t say to believe on a preacher, a church, or yourself, but to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.
You can have salvation and know that when you die, you will go to Heaven; but you must receive the Lord Jesus Christ.
Ezekiel 18:4
It is an inexcusable loss.
You don’t have to be lost.
The Lord Jesus Christ died for you.
Mark 8:31-33
Jesus was going to the cross, and Peter tried to keep Him from going to the cross.
The devil didn’t want Jesus to atone for our sins.
Nor do men think that it is necessary.
Jesus suffered, bled, died, and paid the sin debt.
He was buried and rose again.
Our sins have been atoned.
You don’t have to go to Hell if you don’t want to.
Matthew 25:41
C.S. Lewis said that there are two categories of people:
Those who, like Satan, say to God, “Not Thy will, but mine be done.”
Those who, like Jesus, say to God, “Not My will, but Thine be done.”
When those who say to God, “Not Thy will, but mine be done,” drop into Hell, God must say to them, “Not My will, but thine be done.”
It is not that God sends people to Hell.
2 Peter 3:9
You must make that decision.
You need not lose your soul.
You don’t need to die and go to Hell.

CONCLUSION
How can you be saved?
Conviction
Mark 8:34-35
You must deny yourself.
This means to say that you are tired of the old way.
This speaks of repentance.
We are sinners by birth, by nature, by practice, and by choice.
Loose your life, and you will find it in the Lord Jesus.
Conversion
Mark 8:34
Taking up your cross means that you die to the old way.
When Jesus died for you, you died with Him.
You must embrace the cross.
Believe that Jesus Christ died for your sins.
The blood of the Lord Jesus is your atonement.
Confession
Mark 8:38
Matthew 10:32
Going forward in a church service does not save you.
Trusting Jesus is what saves you.
The faith that will not lead to confession will not lead to Heaven.
You are not saved by walking an aisle; but when you are saved, you will not be ashamed of the Lord Jesus.
You will not slip into Heaven as a secret disciple.
He hung on a cross for you.
Mark 8:36
Do you know Jesus personally? If not, you can pray to Him today by asking Him to come into your life.
Call upon Jesus today. Repent (turn) from your sins, and turn to Jesus. Ask Him to forgive you of your sins, and acknowledge Him as Lord of your life.
Romans 3:23
Romans 10:9-10
Romans 10:13
Acts 16:31
John 3:16
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