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INTRODUCTION
The law says to run, but it gives us no legs.
Faith says to fly, and it gives us wings.
The world has broken the sin barrier, science has broken the sound barrier, and it is time that we break the faith barrier.
It is time we learn to believe in God.
The need of the hour is for an earth-shaking, mountain-moving, devil-defying faith in Almighty God.
If there was ever a time that we need faith, then it is this time and this moment.
The early Christians were not first called “Christians”.
They were first called “believers”.
No one has a right to call themselves a Christian who is not a believer.
John 6:29
Our description and our duty are to believe.
When God looks at you, God measures you in this way:
Not according to your fame.
Not according to your friends.
Not according to your fortune.
Not according to your feelings.
But according to your faith.
Matthew 9:29
The measure of your faith is the measure of your success or the measure of your failure.
Not only do we need to possess faith, but we also need a faith that will possess us.
In today’s message, we will look at what the Bible has to say about this kind of faith.

THE DEFINITION OF FAITH (HEBREWS 11:1-2)
Hebrews 11:1-2
Faith is believing what we know to be so.
The word that is translated “faith” here may also be translated “belief” or “trust”.
The whole person is involved in the matter of faith.
The will
The emotions
The mind
There are three “A’s” that make up true Bible faith:
Agreement
God says something, and we agree with it.
There is a heartfelt agreement.
In our spirit, we say that it is true.
Attitude 
There must be an attitude of trust.
Action
We do something about it.
Hebrews 11 is the roll call of the faithful.
It tells us what they did by faith.
It is the most action-packed chapter in the Bible.
Faith is belief with legs on it.
It does something.
Bible faith is not a leap in the dark.
It is not believing what we know isn’t so.
Bible faith is a leap into the light by faith.
Faith is the substance of things hoped for.
Hebrews 11:1
The Greek word “substance” and our English word “substance” are very much alike.
“Sub” is something beneath you.
“Stance” is something that is firm, something you can stand on.
When a person is trusting God, he has beneath his feet substance.
He is not walking around on eggshells and Jello.
He is walking around on spiritual steel and spiritual concrete.
The word “hope” here doesn’t imply uncertainty; it implies certainty.
In the Bible, the word “hope” means a divine certainty that is based on a divine promise.
It is a certainty based on a word from God.
“Things hoped for” are the things that God has promised.
Faith is the reality of things expected.
Faith is substance.
Not only is faith substance, but faith is also evidence.
Hebrews 11:1
We have heard the expressions, “What you see is what you get”, and “Seeing is believing”.
Those are the opposite of what the Bible definition of faith is.
The Bible says, “What you don’t see is what you get”, and “Believing is seeing”.
Faith is the evidence of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:3
What we can see was made out of things that we cannot see.
We know this is true of the molecular structure of the universe.
The universe is made of invisible atoms; a molecular structure that we cannot see.
So, faith is the evidence of the unseen.
There is an unseen world out there.
The seen world was made of the unseen world.
What cannot be seen is more real than what can be seen.
What cannot be seen was here first, and it will be here last.
2 Corinthians 4:18
What is more real: that which is temporary, or that which is eternal?
Hebrews 11:24-27
Moses saw that the pleasures and treasures of Egypt were not the ultimate reality.
Faith is substance.
Faith is our ability to make present substance out of future reality.
Faith is the substance of things that we know will come to pass.
Faith reaches out into the future and brings the future into the present.
It takes the unseen and makes it real in our hearts and lives.
Faith is evidence.
It is evidence of things hoped for.
Believing doesn’t make it so.
The world’s definition of faith is that if you believe strongly enough, then you can make it so.
This is the opposite of the Bible definition of faith.
The world’s definition of faith is positive thought.
If you believe hard enough and try hard enough, then it will come to pass.
You can believe that you can fly out of a second story window, but believing will not enable you to do it.
Believing doesn’t make it so.
We cannot believe until it is so.
“Things hoped for” means that they are already there.
Hebrews 11:1
God has promised them.
Because God has promised them, we can have faith for them. 
The only reason that we can have faith is because it is already so.
God has said it is so.
God has made it so.
God has given it to you.
Because God has given it to you, then correspondingly, you have faith in your heart.
That is the difference between Bible faith and positive thinking.
“Things hoped for” means the divine certainty based on the Word of God because faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.
Romans 10:17

THE DYNAMIC OF FAITH (HEBREWS 11:3, 6)
Faith is necessary to spiritual wisdom.
Hebrews 11:3
Through faith, we have understanding of how everything was started to begin with.
In the Bible, the existence of God is never explained; God is just simply presented.
The Bible writer just says, “Believe in God.”
Hebrews 11:6
[bookmark: _GoBack]We cannot prove that God exists, and we cannot prove that He doesn’t exist.
The finite can neither prove nor disprove the infinite.
Everybody is a believer.
Some accept by faith that God exists.
Others accept by faith that God doesn’t exist.
Science can never prove or disprove God because God doesn’t live in the realm of scientific proof.
To take the world apart looking for God would be like taking a piano apart looking for a song.
Science is limited to the study of processes and phenomena now existing.
They were not there at creation, so all they can do is offer a guess.
Job 38:4
Unbelief in God is not a matter of the mind; lack of belief in God is a matter of the heart.
That is the reason the Bible never presents a proof for God.
It just presents God.
Psalm 14:1
Psalm 53:1
The word “fool” in these verses doesn’t mean a person who is mentally deficient.
It means a person who is morally deficient.
God is the supreme fact.
We accept by faith that God exists.
Hebrews 11:3
This doesn’t mean that there isn’t any evidence that God exists.
To have a creation, you must have a creator.
Faith is rooted in evidence.
Faith goes beyond evidence.
Then, faith becomes its own best evidence.
I believe because I believe.
By faith, we understand.
Faith is necessary to spiritual worship.
Hebrews 11:6
We please God by faith.
If God wanted to prove Himself to us, then He could.
But if God proved Himself to us, then that would destroy the faith principle.
The faith principle is necessary to please God.
Faith is not believing after we have seen all of the facts.
Faith is a moral response to the character of God.
When Jesus Christ came into this world, He laid aside the external glory that was His.
He laid aside all of the might, majesty, inherent glory, and splendor that was His.
Philippians 2:7
He took upon Himself the form of human flesh.
Jesus did not come into this world in a chariot of fire or in a blaze of glory.
He came into this world through a virgin birth.
He was born in a smelly stable, laid on straw, wrapped in swaddling clothes, and raised in a carpenter’s shop.
Isaiah 53:2
Even though He laid aside all of the splendor and glory, He did not lay aside His essential nature.
The essence of deity was still there.
When your heart is right, your heart will respond to the character of God like your eye responds to light when your eye is right.
That heart response to God is what the Bible calls faith.
The way to please God is to believe God.
Hebrews 11:6
Faith is necessary to spiritual wealth.
Hebrews 11:6
Faith is the medium of exchange in the kingdom of God.
What we need from God, we will get by believing God.
What is the spiritual wealth we receive by faith?
Salvation
We need to be saved.
How is a person saved?
Habakkuk 2:4
The just shall live by faith.
Romans 1:17
The just shall live by faith.
Galatians 3:11
The just shall live by faith.
Hebrews 10:38
The just shall live by faith.
There is only one way to be saved.
Ephesians 2:8-9
We are saved by trusting the Lord.
Sanctification
How will we overcome?
1 John 5:4
If you are bound by some problem, then quit trying and start trusting.
Believe God for the victory.
Soul winning
We will be soul winners by believing God.
Mark 9:23-25
Jesus didn’t say if the boy could believe.
Jesus said to the father, “If you can believe…”
Can we believe God for our children?
Not only can we, but we must.
We can believe God for our husbands and wives and those who need us.
Supplication
Our prayers being answered come by faith. 
Matthew 21:22
Pray and believe, you will receive.
Pray and doubt, you will do without.
God does not answer unbelieving prayer.
Faith is necessary to spiritual wisdom.
By faith, we understand.
Faith is necessary to spiritual worship.
By faith, we please God.
Faith is necessary to spiritual wealth.
God gives to us His wealth.
By faith we give God pleasure; through faith, God gives us treasure.
Hebrews 11:6

THE DEVELOPMENT OF FAITH (HEBREWS 12:1-2)
Faith cannot be manufactured.
It cannot be worked up.
Bible faith must be imparted.
It is a gift of God.
Ephesians 2:8
It doesn’t simply mean that salvation is the gift of God.
The faith that enables us to believe God is also the gift of God.
Jesus died on the cross to purchase salvation, but God enables us to believe Him.
2 Peter 1:1
Philippians 1:29
It was given to us to believe on Jesus Christ.
How does God impart this faith?
Hebrews 12:1-2
In verse 1, the word “wherefore” simply refers to all that has been said about faith in chapter 11.
We must be saturated with Scripture.
God gave Scripture to build faith in us.
Romans 10:17
We must have a word from God.
Hebrews 11:1
“Hoped for” means a certainty based on divine promise.
That divine promise comes from a word from God.
The Bible is not a book to be explained; the Bible is a book to be believed.
Faith comes from a word from God, a “rhema”.
Not “the” Word of God, but “a” word from God.
When we read the Bible, God will take the Word of God and take a word out of the Word.
God will put that word in your heart.
We must be separated from sin.
Hebrews 12:1
“Every weight” refers to the things that weigh us down.
“The sin which doth so easily beset us” refers to the things that trip us up.
Some things are just weights.
They are not sins in and of themselves, but we need to get rid of them.
You would not run a race wearing an overcoat.
That is a weight; just lay it aside.
In this passage, Paul uses the illustration of a spiritual athlete who is running a race of faith.
There is nothing more faith-killing and more debilitating to life than unconfessed sin.
When we confess sin, it is like cleaning the windshield on a muddy day.
We can perceive and understand the things of God.
Romans 14:23
We must be dedicated to the Savior.
Hebrews 12:1-2
“Looking unto Jesus” means looking away from everything else and looking to Jesus.
Someone translated this verse as “off-looking” to Jesus.  
Not off somewhere looking to Jesus, but looking off from everything else to Jesus.
When a runner runs a race, he is not supposed to look at the other people while running.
He is not to look at anything else but the goal.
Jesus is the author of our faith.
He is the one who fires the starting gun at the beginning of a race.
He is the finisher of our faith.
He puts us in the race and sustains us.
He is the goal that we are running for.
It is not great faith in God that we need; it is faith in a great God that we need.
Start learning who Jesus is.
The more we see of Jesus and the more we understand of Jesus, then the more our faith will grow.
Faith is the by-product of seeing and understanding Jesus Christ.
We must be activated by the Spirit.
Hebrews 12:1-2
The difference between faith and belief is that faith is belief with legs on it.
We are to run with endurance.
An Olympic runner develops his skill not by studying books about running, but by running.
How will we develop our faith?
Not just simply by listening to sermons on faith, but by believing God.
Find something that you can believe God for and begin to believe God for that.
Malachi 3:10

CONCLUSION
What is faith?
It is being saturated with the Scripture.
Hebrews 12:1
God has made these promises.
God said it.
It is being separated from sin.
Lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily besets us.
Hebrews 12:1
We don’t want anything that will dim our view of Jesus.
It is being dedicated to the Savior.
Look to Jesus.
He is our all-in-all.
Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith.
Run with patience the race that is set before you.
Hebrews 12:1-2
As you run, you will be activated by the Spirit of God.
Your faith will begin to grow, and you will get strong in faith.
Do you know Jesus personally? If not, you can pray to Him today by asking Him to come into your life.
Call upon Jesus today. Repent (turn) from your sins, and turn to Jesus. Ask Him to forgive you of your sins, and acknowledge Him as Lord of your life.
Romans 3:23
Romans 10:9-10
Romans 10:13
Acts 16:31
John 3:16
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